
CORRESPONDENCE WITH GENERAL 8C0TT
anp general Taylor.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.Mar. si, 1848.

Mr. CLINGMAN rase as soon as the Journal hn<] been
read t» make a |»nvdeged motion. He mo«ed to ^consider
the vote of y.stcrduy by which the House ha I instructed the
Committee on 1 finUngloinquire into the expediency of print¬
ing an extra number of the President's mesLge and the cor¬

respondence ot Gen. Scot* with the Department of War
which accompanied it.
He wished to make a brief explanation ol his reasons for

such a motion, andI to justify his prediction of yesterday,
hen he .xpressed his apprehension that this correspondence

would not lie lull. Since that time- he hsd atfccrtuiiiecj what

faM fediC« TUr °/ lbi8 """'P^etice, for if it weie not

!,vlr ,h Wan, "ny extra WP«M of ". "e had looked
over thu correspondence briefly aince it had been placed in
the hands of the p.n,er, and he was sorry to *J ,hat his
worst fears were realized. He found thai it was not « lull
s atenaent ot the correspondence. He found not only that
some important letters were omitted altogether, but that of
.on* letters extracts were given from the middle , of others
ev were furnished with the end, and in some cases they had

the begmntng and the end, but no middle. He had no doubt
that those gentlemen who furnished this correspondence ex-
erased the discretion given to tin in very honestly under the
resolution of this House which called for it Perhaps the
resolution justified them in keeping back the documents en¬

ure, tor no doubt those gentlemen honestly thought that by '

sustaining the jiersona now in power, they were doing tint
which Was important to the welfare of this country. Any
Hung which had the tendency to lawer the present Adminis¬
tration in tha public estimation, or to overthrow it, they doubt-
ess honestly thought was detrimental to the public interest.
I hat he would not pretend to dispute.. Hut he wished to
call the attention of the House to this correspondence, and to
show that it was too impsrfect to la? sent to the country. '

I here was nothing in this whole correspondence that he
deemed injurious to Gen. Scott; on the contrary, Jle had no
doubt it would elevate (Jen. Scott, and place him on (hat la- I
vorable ground on which he ought to stand, and on which he
would stand when the whole facts were known.

But, before he remarked on this point of the subject, and
proceeded to call the attention of the House to one or two im- I
portant documents, he wish.d to s.iy that he I ad been brought
to the conclusion at which he had arrived respecting the man-
agement ot this war from a fierusal of these documents hi*
conclusion was, that the war had been negligently managed
by the Administration, and that all the merit of it was due to
our generals.

Mr. 'HOUSTON, of .Alabama, rose to a question of order.
He desired to know whether the Speaker considered it in or-

der to indulge in a course of irrelevant debate on a motion to

reconsider: and he supposed the' geutleman from North Ca¬
rolina would admit that his course of remark was irrelevant.

Mr. CLINGMAN said he was speaking on the matters em¬
brace, in this correspondence and the despatches which had
passed between the liepartmentand our Generals; and this he
supposed was in order.

-Mr. HOUHTOS, of Alabama, siid the gentleman was dia-
cussing the manner in which the President and the Secretary
of VV ar had managed the war with Mexico. If, however, the
whole question was to be thrown open.if both sides were to
be heaid il the Speaker deemed it in order, on a motion to
reconsider a vote ordering the printing of a certain number of

iTbHo CerUln d0CUmen,» 10 S'J i,jl° a general debate, let

i he SPEAKER replied that these mo'ions to print and to
reconsider opened the general question embraced in the docu¬
ments to be printed, but the gentleman from North Carolina
must confine himsell to that question.

Mr. CLINGMAN said he would confine himself to this
correspondence. Well, then, they had here a correspondence, '
in compliance with a call of this House, which purported m
give the whole of General Scott's despatches as well as ihe i
correspondence of General Taylor. He was not atout to dis¬
cuss the origin ot this war.the House had decided that it
was unconstitutionally and unnecessarily begun.but he in-
tended to advert to tacts shown by this correspondence, which
to his mind, made it appear that th s Administration had

*,r<*S 'Jt"gl,?t nce Ui n,)( furnishing our officers
with what it had undertaken to furnish ; and he intended to
comment on the manner in which General Taylor h»d been

in Mcxico. He knew not that the country fully
understood, thts matier, and he should therefore make some
otwervations on the extraordinary course which the Depart¬
ment had pursued.

1

ed^tv STtf b"e remVk 'h*t ^'correapoodence, as furnUh-

»r It lhe,P;'*uJc»i: Wb,ch Pu'P"rU*l<o thecorrespondence
dorurT^ L i

Sc°tt' d, ! Dot one important
L°r u"" "ml,rarra U,e pl«» of the cam-

Pa gn which V»m. Scott went to Mexico to execute That

Zl'm-r* f0r ' H- would here say thS
wbde the Administration had pursued its mise rable, ontempli-
Ne r>«em in the pr.wcuu.rn of thi- War, that what had been
well done had been done by our officers and the aimy under

J^rukZTf "k t.^A<tW">i'tf*tiao» whii® -1'P^enllv un-

derukmg to furnish all .he correspondence of Gen Scott, knew
wed ih.t it was imp, runt not to send in Gen. Scott's plan ol the
¦k

P"*n no< lnt*nd to go into an examination and

tv Z ," °f i- 41 U,w *** * this he would

IJ' N°OU " P,,n h"d b,H'n car"^d out, we should
Uig since have seen an end of this war. The Administration

^.d this plan in June or July, and if it had beer, carried out we
might have had a termination of this war twelve months soon¬

err* T' SUt ,hc «i'd .-ot think
proper to adop. and to adhere to Gen. toll's plan, an.l vet

'

onlo .kmg over Gen. Scott's conwpoadeore recently, he'did
not find a «n,le suggestion in it that had not l-een verified by

I,
" "ot on,J h"d 'wned *>ut as he told th. m that, if v.*.

unteers We,e sent out they would die there-as they did, de-
«° ,hd"r 'hem, as well .. ol other nece«ariea

K te_.,ut that no onward movement could be made for want

IIT re"" °( tr*n*Port*t">n. It was only the !
cai.it f"?J in ^ other wing of this
«p.tol denouncing Gen. Taylor for advancing on Monterey >
with from six ,0 «*ht thousand men, when he had tw.^y
W.imI !nr. ln the XBlky of lh. Rjo GrtjKk> x ^ (|jr

.' -p m lence were all published, it would he seen that the

f^eTr/urn h'h1'^ sT" Un ^'Uk" movement, but

CZL.T"k "7"h.""ihl rT i y and thus'have.scaped
the vote of censure of thl. House at ,u |..

?Tr t
WWUW "h°W ,lh#t 'b it entire campnign

Gen Tsylo^wa, crippled in eon^oence , f ,b«.
ment not h/ving furnished htm with the means of aeeemphsh
m, .1 b. , Bo, w.2 h,
cutes had been to conducted by Gen. Taj lor with the meffi
«ent means a. hi. di^o^l, as, thou,I, re-ultin, in . Zt
th i""'1 V,C,0rM^ 10 '»° of an en,|v K,re
. 1 .Ught projer again to consult Gen- Scott, who was then in

ti<Ir.a r
^ '° Uk'' hi' cou".e, M f'"ure »p. ra-

iScott accordingly elaborated a plan of ram.

HMn. which the Administratio. has not thought proper to
he public, fn that plan Gen. Scott loretaw all *he

ow.tmrenc,e. w|llch would arise.
**

exnected't'"'' !°, to Vera Cruz Wi,h ,4»000 ,nrn' "nJ ^

to msrrh f
^ T "H" 'h.-n inter, led

were to be 1* '' t'.' P** .r"' 'O.'HW additional troop*
Mm a^Tf h,,U f,:r lNat p£

uke f v"T which he compelled to

£, uZ Za t
,Vl >r : ^ "f,"r th" - had IJen dec,-

T, ! ; t^ev ^ion hadainple lime to re,,.force Gen.

HHMMl men?^ ?* ''T ra.smg h:s o mrnand to

tiJ 1T >* ,U^ Vista. It came

had fsitf l n I .i i
a n" when they

«rr,
W

aims i ration
' Z'Z? ""W' ° th'", Ad"
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P superse.le htm by a Lieu-

Scottgo forward M.i^VWw W^W"img le,^n"
as a desperate u derukr.s » n

"*

carture Vef. i m-, . r
' 'Wmwl ,l '^practicable to

fcc'ad to lie il e I
" K,,n {h* Admini»t'ation m

T«tl JT '-riT1' ^ regarnetl it, General

-it

U succeeded. Gen Sco.t lurreeSd\ y TlT" "T"'^
-S'i.ntly ,t Cerro Gordo; Z t L Zk
gentleman of ex|<erience in such matter, the

" "k^ *

turning to Col. H*skxll,) f.r lh,*t .,n h'" %+
"ummate skill displsye,! by tie,,. Kc.t. j.

" £ ,h*

J-Mtio,,. the valor of our tr^ps w«,H ZW uTL"
tiOZ. lh" ""'y »h.,g t. Is. regretted n tW

b^ilhant achiwement. w^. that whir h w»s oceas, N-d\?£!Z
Mr Polk's own friends, (<;e. p,||ow , ,,,Vv, Z
mrnt ,f » friend .f hJ, (Mr C.TO.^r' r

^onh"""""'^ W"h con""»®»^ af.l,nd hT,!r"<*ed«AJ on his march to the city of Menn, i... ? ? '

"7* " ^ fi.«,Kl the Administration had u^fm
ntsh htm wuh .he ten th,^,and troon, .1 .et.
It was not three days ^71MJfZBTt
tration aa»ail Gen Hcmi f,. disch.r., LTk- V A',m'n,^

their time had expired VV|* il,,?. , vo,u"u^''« beftire

and Gen Hcott fou^l,
and other mean- of transport.t.on. He d.^o ered that .S
..me would expire before they could march, and therl,X
-ent them home that they might escape the wmito Arvl vet
Gen. «eo« was asMiled f..r that! In one of (jen KcoU'« letter,
(lie allmled to one written ftom PoeMa J.Mb Ju|«) be eomuUn..

Jlof th,. failure on the part of the Admin^r/tLn,^^
.kTn^00'" m"UM transportsi,on , and he sat* that
the first comrminication he received from the L> pariment after
^ °< V.« Crnz cootained a censure/^l^r^

vfctory of Ceiro Gordo, without one word of commendation,
In had l»een condemned for discharging on parole the prison-
en taken at tbe latter place. He add*, that he would go on
wth his gallant army, inferior in numliera as it was, and that
intive or six weeks he would reach tbe city of Mexico, uti¬
le.* stopped by a peace or armistice ; at which place, accord-
in; to the rale at which the censure* were progleading, he
ihiught it likely that he would be susjiended from command.
Ir this matter he exhibited bia usual sagacity and foresight,
a-subsequent events have shown. Gen. Scott a correspond-
ejce a* sent inshowa all this, but it has not all l>een furnished
tc this House. Why should the correspondence of (Jen.
Vorth with Gen. Scott be published and this withheld '

It would be monstrous to suppose that the intellect of our
rders was so distorted and utterly perverted as to think that in
ths correspondence there was any thing to justify the^ Aalmiu-
isration in its course toward this injured soldier. The Ad-
mnistration seemed to think that the crime he had committed
w*> to enormous as to render it necessary he should be tried
on the spot, in the very presence ot tiio enemy, and before
tbe gallant army he had led to victory. A quartet master, a

new colonel, and a militia otlioer were sent to try hiiu. All
the proceedings of the court martial had been kept in the
most profound darkness. Thus, at the close of the most bril¬
liant campaign in the national annuls, this bravo and accom-

plish'd leader found himst-lt suspended from command. In
less 'hail six mouths he had taken Vera Cruz with itsimpieg-
nabli cas'de ; he had maiched four hundrrd miles into the
hear of a country tbe most ditlicuIt by reason of its physical
(entires, armed and prepared to resist him at every step, with
a fore of less than ten thousand inen ; with this little band
he bad put to route thirty thousand men ot the enemy, eti-
lren«hed in positions the strongest by nature and art, skilful¬
ly timing them in every instance, and had stormed and ta-
kena walled city of 200,000 inhabitants, utterly annihilat¬
ing he army opposed to him, and capturing in his march se¬

ven hundred pieces of cannon. And for this he hail been
suspended ! The despatches showed what had at tirst been
the emper of Trist toward (ien. Scott. Why had General
Scot been thus suspended ' To show, as it would seem, the
authority of the Administration.to demonstrate the great
power and dignity of Mr. President Polk and his Govern¬
ment, tbe conqueror of Mexico must be overthrown. But
Mr. C. would tell gentlemen that if they imagined that the
American people viewed such a proceeding with indifle'ence,
they would lind themselves under a great mistake. Wher¬
ever Mr. C. had gone and wherever his information extended,
then was a deep feeling of indignation at such treatment in
reward for such service®. And he should be greatly disap¬
pointed if the Administration had not raised in the country a
storm which tbev would be little able to meet They seem¬
ed to desiie to make an exhibition of Gen. Scott under ar¬
rest. It reminded him of a passage in history recorded in a
book which was not so often read as it deserved to be. He al-
luped to the Scriptural account of the manner in which Sam¬
son was treated l>y his conquerors. Having got the strong
man, at whose name they trembled, into their power, they
bound him and reserved him for exhibition on Stale occasions.
In one instance, when biougbt forth before the people to
make them epjrt, he laid his hauds on the main pillars of the
edifice, and brought it down in ruins upon the lords of the
Philistines. If the present Administration did not experience
a like fate at the hands of the people, it would owe its escape
to other causes than its own merits.

General Scott, in one of his letters from Puebla, looking on
the inadequate force with which he was about to march u|«m
tbe capital, predicted that he should have a thousand of his
men killed before he reached it, all whose lives might have
been saved had he been lurnishcd with the force suitable and
proper for such a conquest. But with the feeble command he
led, he had pushed his triumphant way in the face of the
moat unequal op|>oMtion, every day fighting a battle, till he
entered the gates of Mexico in triumph. One is reminded of
an incident of European history. After the battle ot I'avia,
Charles V, having his rival Francis a prisoner. a»ked of a
French peasant who was brought before him, "how miny
Java' journey is it to Paris " Twelve, sir,' was the re¬

ply ; "but they will be days of battle." There was, how-
ever, one striking diff-rence Intween the ca.-cs. 1 hough
Charles was only twelve days' journey from Paris be was

never able to reach it; but Scott did reach Mexico, marching
on steadily, though he had to tight a battle each day.
Mr C" said he had l>een told that the Duke of Wellington

(one of the best men in the world to pronounce an opinion oh
such a subject) ha l declared that with a full knowledge of the
country assailed and its natural means of defence, he had not
supposed there wa- a captain in the world who could take the
city with such mean* ; but that Scott had moved on as regu¬
larly as a general would march in time of peace, exhibiting
the most consummate skill and indomitable courage, Nor
was this all bis glory. He had bcsiJes affected a treaty of
peace ; a treaty which, to be sure, was not all that could have
been desired, but that was no lault of his. '1 he Administra¬
tion had not trusted him wi'.h its negotiation. Although be
had shown such proofs of hi* capaeity in civil as well as po¬
litical movements ; although be ha't been sent by (tenets!
Jackson (no personal friend of his) to keep the peace at
Charleston in the days of nullification, and subsequently by
Mr. Van Burcu to the' Maine border, as well as to put down
tiit insurrection oti the Canada line, and in each ca>e he had
succeeded in his mission, j et tbe pre>ent Administration could
not trusi him, hut had appointed the head cleik in the De¬
partment of State to manage a diplomatic misaion of this
weight and importance. The correspondence contained suf¬
ficient evidence of what sort ot a man this clerk was ; and,
though but little comparaiivrly bad been given, we could tell
Hercules by bis loot; snd this diplomatic clerical sulwrdinate,
in what did appear, vilified General Scott in the m >st insult¬
ing language, and talked of " bringing hiin down from the
clouds, where be had attempted to star over the beads of ordi¬
nary men." Scott treated this functionary with merited con¬
tempt. But (fiom whstcau.-i* did not appear) in a few months
this person wholly changed his tone, aod^nrnting home about
General Scott declared bun to be the w isest arid greatest man
in the world. Scolt had fought bis way to the capital of Mex- jieo, and having driven th« opposing armiea l»cfore htm, and
dispersed and annihilated their force, made a ire<ty of peacc.
If it was deemed a bad trea'y, General S.^olt was not respon¬
sible for its defects. It was bis duty to effect peace by such a

treaty as the Administration would sanction For the Ad
ministration, it was a most lame and impotent conclusion of
their ill-conducted war. They bad begun the war with the
declaration that they must have not only what Mexico owed
our citizens for spoliations, but indemnity alsj for the coat of
the war ilsel*, and security tor the fulfilment of the terms of
peace. But, instead of all this, this humbled Administration
got only a quit-claim to Texas, (which they insisted had been
.mrs before,) agreed to pay Meiico's debt to our citizens for
'[stations, and for two worthless Provinces had stipulated
besides to give her fifteen millions of dollars. A glorious con¬
summation, indeed! Why, we gave but fifteen millions for
Louisiana, which was worth twenty times the value of both
put together. This was d >ing wonders truly, sfier having
-pent a hundred millions in the war and tort thousands of
valuable lives. If Mexico, before the commencement of the
war, had offered us snch a bargain Congress would not have
accopted it. Much talk had Ik*ii made about indemnity, but
we hail got no indemnity, for the c-mnlry we had bought ao
dear wa« almost all of it pnvate profsr y. The land, what¬
ever of it was worth cultivating, bebwiged to individuals ; tbe
residue was worth little of nothing, and would not pay the
expense of surveying and selling it. The formation of a

U'aiy, at all, reflected very high credit on the general who
effected it, while the terms of the treaty reflecttd no glorywhatever on the Administration.

Mr C.sud he bad occupied much more time than beat first
intended, nor should he have said so much if tbe gentle¬
man from Alabama (Mr Hocato*) had not interrupted him.
The sut je t was open, under the motion to nconsid< r, an I
gentlemen would have full opportunity for reply, lie in*
«isud that ,11 lha cr-di», both ot the war and the |ssac ., was
tlufl exclusively to our able officer* snd the biave men tliey
commanded ; but in (mill the Adminisiration bad uOeity fail-
e.U When it was prop***) in the British Parliament totbrow
foMM into Canada as a preparatory measure against an insur¬
rection there, Wellington bad insisted that they ought to 1*
on a lerge scale, adding the memorable remark that " a great
foBTitry like England eou'd noj have a little war. The ,\d*
miwstret on ot our G »verntr>ent hail, however, tried to have
such a w»r i they had dune their beat for it, having pur-iied
through Mil a pieii/une ay stem in its management, because the
general* at the head of our armies happened to l»e W hig«
Victory having nevertheless lieen won, surely the Administra¬
tion if it bad had any soul, would have given to these brave
and able men the credit to which they hsd so justly entitled
tlieOeelvr* ; lojf instead of U.is there bed !>een a studied . fl »rt
tu degrade th« rn lest they should pain too much popularity.Now Mr. di r,nt wish the country to prejudge the ci«*
of Gen. fcott on such fragmented correspondence as were here
-r-nt to the limine t>y tbe Executive. The eerrespon '.¦i.r-
had been garbled.mos' grossly gsrtded. One oi Gen. Hco'.t's
letters especially had beon garbled in like manneV olsewi.we.
Tbe papers stated that a inan called Caas, in a certain puMic
place in the I'mted States, (lie would not say where, bad
read a part of this letter, but olsitinately refused to'e«d the
residue. New, who had i ver seen one-half of a deposition read
in a court ot justice, and the residue withheld ' V el ihst »«.
tbe liberal, tue m.tgnanitn >u« system of tbe Administration
Mr. C. den unced it in advance.
Thos who had 1m en oppised to this war had been denounc

ed in an Executive message and by Executive partisans as
.« giving aid and comlort 11 the enemy" Ity 'h* ir speei he* on
that floor, and th< reby preventing p' ace. No, the oppos iton
bad furnished the Administration with all necessary me aria to
eanj on 'he war." to conquer a peace," as the phrase wh.i -

and if they tiad desired a peace they could have had it long
ago. But tliey wanted no such thina i all they wanted was
to ailence the Whigs and prevent tbem from looking into the
doi^s of ths Administration ; hut ihejr would find that the
Wlrffce could furnish tl e means of carrying on the war ami
.till expose the abuses and denounce the usurpations of the
President. Wban Hannibal, afu r fighting tbe ba'ileof Canna I
and an approaching the city of Rome, fvund to bis dismay
ifr+t (he Romans bad, while retaining meana to defend them-
W Ivea against him, rent out a reinforcement at ihe opp mile
gate lo one of tbeir generals in Spain, be eiprasaad grtat

amazement at the strength of a people who, while defiudmg
then city ugaiiist hi* victorious aimy, could ut ihe same time
curry war into a distant province j and, in like manner, the
Whig* had been found strong enough to conquer New Spun
and carry on a vigo«ous and successful war against the enemy
nuur this capital. When this correa(>ondence should pub-
li.hed Mr. C. intended to say u few things more about it, ai^l
.|io* the people how shamelessly it had been garbled a:.d mu¬
tilated with a view to uphold the Administration.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, here obtained the floor.
Mr CLINGMAN said it had been his intention to with¬

draw his motion before he sat down \ but, as the gentleman
had got the floor, let him go on.

Mr. THOMPSON then proceeded to observe that
this debate was wholly unexpected by him, yot he wi-hed
to say a few words in reply to the gentleman from North
Carolina. That gentleman had taken a very strange attitude,
and seemed to want to place the Administration and it*friends
in another., as strange. The gentleman, according to hm
own showing, believed the war with Mexico to be unjust and
unconstitutional. 11" so, then it must have been an iiumora
and irreligious wnr. And, though Congress bad furnished
th.- meins to carry it on, and the gentleman himself lmd "oied
the supplies for that purpose, yet he maintained that the E x -

ecutive, in its arrangement of the troops employed, b«d vir¬

tually been making war upon one of our own general#, and
would have rejoiced to see him defeated. Could any thing
be conceived, even in the heat of party zeal, more ridiculous
than this > That he who was, under the constitution, com¬

mander-in-chief of the whole military force of the country,
would rejoice to see our armies defeated and disgraced, while
his own glory, as the alleged author of the war, must mani¬
festly depend on the success of our arms! Why this attempt
to raise up the Administration against our generals and set

them in array against each other > In this attempt advantage
wan taken of the general** themselves. While it wan tlie Pre-
fident himself who had called Gen. Scott to the head of the
army, it was pretended that it had been done only to destroy
him Nothing could be more ridiculous.
The gentleman alleged that the Administration had crippled

and opposed General Taylor from the very beginning; that
tlicy had not furnished him an adequate force to cap ure Mon¬
terey, and had refused or neglected to furnish the necessary
transportation. But could the gentleman have examined into
the facts of the case ? It was true that Gen. Taylor had made
such a complaint in a letter to Gen. Gaines ; but the moment
that complaint wa« known to the Admini*tiatiori# the Quur-
termaster General had been called upon to explain. The let¬
ter of Gen. Jesup (a man not unknown to this country, but'
who had won himself softie reputation by deeds with which
uvery man in the country was familiar) was belore Mr. I .,

mil be would take the'liberty of reading some extract* fr'in it.
It was an interesting document, and, from the reniaiks ot the
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. I . was certuin the gen¬
tleman could not have read it.

[Here an extract was read from'Gen. Jesup s letter, dated
New Orleans, December 5, alleging that it was oil the fault
i)f Gen. Taylor himself, who got all he asked for ; if he want¬
ed more he should have asked for more, &c. ]
The gentleman from North Carolina hud repeated in his

speech what Gen. Jeaup had heard as a report on his way to
New Orleans. When that officer heard the report he had
written to the Department Referring to a letter from General
Taylor of the 2d July, addressed to the Adjutant General, in
which be stated that he must have to rely on the country for
the means ot transportation, <Stc. [Mr. 1'. quoted the letter.]
Here Gen. Jesup, after making his explanation and defence,
added the request that, if his statement was not deemed suffi¬
cient and satisfactory, he demanded a court martial. Did the
gentleman f.om North Carolina desire a curt martial to set-
ile the question whether the Quartermaster General had or had
not done his duty to Gen. Taylor ? If the gentleman had had
the fairness to admit (what was no doubt the truth) that the
difficulty experienced by Gen. Taylor arose from the subject
itself, and was inherent in the state of the country, he would
have done justice both to General I aylor and he Admini-tra-
lion. But he was not content with this. ^ ith or without
cause, he must charge the Administration an< the Executive
with inefficiency. But the explanation contained in the do¬
cument which he had just read was so entire!; full and satis¬
factory that all just and honorable minds must admit it.

Mr. T. said he knew well how far pa.ty znl would some¬

times drive a man who yielded himsi If up to it*influence. But
he insisted that, if gentlemen would be just, tiev must either
give the credit of the war and of the peace t> both the army
and the Government, or else deny credit to either. Why
make this invidious distinction ' Why must he generals lie
lauded because they were Whigs, while the Administration
who sent and who unstained them be condemn d k-c .use they
were Democrats ! Gen. Scott told the Secreta y of War what
he pmposetl to do, vix. to hold the country on this side the
Sierra Madre, and remain on the defensive, [here Mr. J .

quoted the letter,] adding that it would be th* policy of the
enemy to cut our lines .of military defences.
Now, here was the sum and substance of the inductions of

the Department to General Scott : \ ou must provide suffi¬
cient force to enable General Taylor to hold this side of the
Wierra Madre, and the other troops are at your disposal to ope¬
rate on (he Gulf coast, especially at Vera Cruz.
He next read from the letter of General Scott ti (Jeneral

Ts\lor informing, him ((Jen. T.) that be was obliged to take
from him a large portion of the tr>H>|»s he had so lonts com-
mand< d ; that only sufficient force would be left him lor the
present to act on the defensive, See. I his sulfide ? force
waii provided for General Taylor to remain on the i'.itensive,
General Se<»tt being authorized to determine that question.
for lite Seeretary himself s»id no positive directions w>uld be jgiven touching the quantity of fo'ces to lie. left at these re«|>ec-
live points, and that Gen. Scott himself must determine that
question.yet, strange to say, the gentleman from North Ca-
Mina intimated most broadly that the troops were withdrawn
frjiii Gen. Taylor that he might lie defeated.

Mr. CUNGMAN (the floor being yielded) said he had not
intimated any such thing. He had said thai they were with-
drawn from General Taylor by orders of the Department, and
they undertook to supply him with other troops in their place,
but neglected to do it. . I

Mr. THOMPSON (resuming) said that reminded liim of
one point As the gentleman from North Carolina was not a
member of the I a Co igicss, he would not therefore lie held
responsible, but his party would be held responsible f >r it. It
wn-< !his why troops were not sent forward at ail ear'ier day.When General Scott left here it was supposed that additional
troops would lie sent forward.

Mr. CUNGMAN (in bis seat) said it was long before that
thai the bill authorizing the President to raise 50,<100 volun¬
teers had passed.

Mr. THOMPSON replied, it was very true. But he would
lik" to know of the gentleman from North Carolina if General
Seott did not desire of the Administration ten thousand regu¬
lar*, and if he did not say that he considered regular* abso¬
lutely neeessarv for the service'

Mr. CMNOMAN was understood to remind the gentleman
that his parly had a majority of seventy on this floor, and could
pa»' any mnasure they hud a mind to.

Mr. THOMPSON said that was very true ; but it was also
true that ihe minority could, under the rules, delay the pas-
sige of a bill,' particularly in the Nenate, by diaeu«M'»n. In
this House they carried it through with the utmost prompt-
nrss tinder the previous question. In the Senate they had a

very tne.igT majority, and it was talked upon oeaily two
months. Nuch was the history of the proceedings. W iio was
re«f»in«il»5e for it.

Mr. H AC.AI.SON (Mr. T. yielding) said he had better
avail himself of this opportunity perhaps to put hiinstlf and
the country right in regard to one matter. He itid IX t r^inem-
tier exactly the day upon which the l»ill providing for the ad-1
ditional military force passed i he thought it was upon the I Ith
of February, I H47 t but one thing he did remember well, lie-
eause he wi* then acting in a position which made it Lis duty
to look well into the matter.that the bill to rais< the ten re
.intent* was reported to this House, he thou-ht, .>n the 29>h
Deremtter, certainly on the very first day at which it could be
done after the reference of the President's memare, and on the
day after that reference. It was un'lef discussion until it pass-
ed in this House and the other. The bill was po ptred in an-

tici|«tion of the reference of the Preaidont's mc-^xge ; and be
would take occasion, as it was perhaps his .luty to do, to say,
in behalf of the Committee on Military Affairs, that every ef¬
fort was made by them, especially by himself, a- r-hairman of
ihe committee, to press it to final action as so<m as |x>esible.
Many motions were made by himself, as the cli!,,rrnan of that
committee, for' that purpose, and they did obtain action upon
it in this House, as well as the othet, as soon ss the Opposi¬
tion woii'd lei them have it.

Mr. THOMPSON (resuming) said if this d<|»y, then, was
occasoaied by the action of Congress, apart from the responai
bility of one party or the other, (for he did not earn to make a

party speech,) could the Administration lie re ^orisitile > At
the time the tr<»o|ia were required the Admim«tra'ion nrged
that they should be raised at the very earliest peri *1. There
was not a meml>er of the House, not a man in the country, but
knew that action, actios was called for by the Department t
that they de«ired early and immediate action by Congress.
(Jen. Scott at that time, and Gen. Taylor, so far as he knew,
liebeved that there was a sufficient force left for the army to
remain on the defensive, ami he ((Jen Scoti; thought he had
a sufficient f-wce to go forward to Vera Crux and attack that
place i and the result showed that his calculations did not de¬
ceive him.

, Jjj ^ !And here he would say that he was struck with the remarks
of the gentlemin from North Carolina (Mr. CtisoM**,)
upon what he (Mr. C ) supp>sed was Mr lir.v-ros'a opinion
upon the attack of Vera Cruz. He wou'd l.ke to know by
what authority the gentleman spoke. So far as he (Mr. T.)understood Col. Baamjr, the gentleman had misrepresented
him totally, entirely, this morning. Whether Mr. BasToa's
opinion wss a matter of moment or not ..-

Mr. CUNGMAN interposed and (Mr. T. yielding) aaid
he had referred to Mr. Bus-row's speech on the Lieutenant
General.

tMr. THOMPSON said he supposed the gentleman had no
other authority than Mr. BiHTiin'a ape. cbea Ha knew that hla
(Mr B.'s) view waathat it was not neceaaary to attack that atroog
castle , that we could go into the interior, end thai Vera Crut
would fall necessarily j that it waa not necessary to imk* a

direct attack upon it from the scacoast. But the gentleman
from North Carolina totally misrepresented the fact in Haying
that Gen. Scott had been sent down there on a lool'a errand,
with a small inferior force, to be cut up, and. if it was cut up,
the Administration would say, " Why, Gen. Scott went
down there by hit* own choice, and if he faila he fails a* the
result of responsibility assumed l>y himself." Not ao. The
responsibility wa> shared both by the Administration and Gen.
Scott. He believed he jpould carry that strong caatle with the
forco fumiahed ; the Adminibtralion told him to go forwurd ;
he did go forward, and succeeded ; (he event justified the
calculation. Did the gentleman, or any body, suppose that
tliia Administration would have been satisfied to allow (Jen.
Scott to go upon that expedition, unless they had been con¬
vinced likewise that he could succeed in it >

The gentleman from North Carolina mid there had been a

disposition manifested on the part of the Administration
throughout to war with (Jen. Scott and (Jen. Taylor. He
(Mr. T.) said there had been no such disposition ; that the
whole corres|M>ndi>nce showed the utmost kindness on their
part towards these individuals ; and this effort to get up an op-
position betwfcen the Administration and tlio General* was
made lor the express purpose of benefiting the party of those
men who were opposed to the war, being great friends of those
who had fought in an uujust cause ! vv by say that these
Generals had gained glorious laurels for themselves and their
country, when at the same time the individuals who made thut
declaration said that they had been lighting in an unjust and
unholy cause ?
^
This brought him to the course of the gentleman from North

Carolina himself, who had been in u perfect state of feverish
anxiety to get hold of this correspondence. Although it hud
been called for by resolution, although the document was

Ivge, the gentleman had for the last live or six days been
troubling the H^use with attempts to suspend the rules,
upon every occasion when lie could possibly introduce his
motion, that he might submit and have passed a resolution
inquiring why it had not been sent in. As soon as it was
stint in.with no portion whatever garbled, us the gentleman
himself must be convinced.the gentleman had looked at it;
he (Mr. T.) had not; but he ventured the assertion that not
one single sentence had been stricken out but that which
related to the court of inquiry now going on ; he had not seen
the document, or talked with any of the heads of Departments
about it, but he ventured to say that the fact w<ts so.but now
that it was sent in, the gentleman continued to exhibit his
feverish anxiety to know why the Administration had not sent
in something more, and lo, and behold he was against the
printing; or, if it was printed, he seemed to want to have his
notes and comments go out to the country ail a part and parcel
of the correspondence, and to consider that they were just as

important as any part ofit. Now be (Mr. T.) had no doubt but
the people would lie able to digest these reports, and that too
without the speech of the honorable gentleman going along
wiih it.
He had been struck with the gentleman's disposition this

morning. On yesterday he could say nothing. But since
he bad looked through the correspondence, he mid there were

garbled statements, that some provisions had been stricken
out; and this morning the gentleman had moved to reconsider
the printing to enable him to make his speech ; and, moreover,
alter ho had finished, he had withdrawn his motion ; thus in-
dicating that he .wanted his own comments to go to the coun¬

try ; that he wanted lo create suspicion on the part of the
people that there had been some injustice done.that there had
been some impropriety committed by the Administration,
without allowing any woid of explanation to lie made on the
other side.
These remarks he had made unexpectedly ; but he thought

he bad shown there was something extraordinary in the course of
the gentleman, that lie should privately examine the documents,
and then, fearing that they should go out to the country
without his comments, should roundly, boldly declare that the
Administration bad no grateful feelings, hut were desirous to
ruin the Generals who had conducted the campaign. It
was unworthy of the high and proper couri-e which should be
pursued on the lloor of Congress. Let them do justice to all ;
let them deal fairly, equally wi'h all, and let the country
decide.

Mr. HASKELL said he should favor the motion of the
gentleman from North Carolina to reconsider, for the purpose
of having this document printed entire when it was circulated
in the country. The liest, the most authentic history of this
war, was to be found upon the public records, and when those
records were all published and sent to the country entire, then
alone would this country lie able to jud^e properly and cor¬

rectly to decide upon the conduct of the Executive. He was

firmly convinced from what he had seen, from what he had
heard, and from what he had read in relerence to the conduct
ol this war, that it had been characterized by a series of Ex-1
ecutive blunders, from the very moment the order was first
given to Gen. i ay lor to march to the Itio Grande up to the
present; ami lie was firmly of the opinion that the protracted
character of this campaign had grown entirely out of miscal¬
culation, misapprehension on the part of the Executive in re¬

ference to the character of the foe with whom we were con¬

tending.
Could any reasonable man believe that the President of the

United States would havo ever ordered Oen. Taylor to break
up his camp at Corpus Christi an I to advance with his meager
lorce to the banks of the Rio Grande, if he had believed that
the enemy would have been th -re to meet him so promptly j
and with such a force > From the time this war commenced
the President had been laboring under the idea tliat our ariny
had to meet a foe too insignificant almost for American valor
to contend with, and had very e\ idently believed that he could
bully, threaten, intimidate Mexico into peace at any time he
desired. It was with this misapprehension that he had order-
ed the advance of the army to the banks of the Rio Grande.
The President believed, as Mr. Midell had informed him in
one of his despatches from Mexico, that the appearance simply
of a formidable force on the banks ol the Rio Grande would
lie sufficient to intimidnt* the enemy to terms. The President'
had calculated without his host, and had found that mere bra-
vado, intimidation, bullying, arid threats, were not sufficient'
to awe a people into subjection who hid their fireside* and
their homes to defend, bo far from tieing intimidated into
peace the enemy met our forces, crossed the river, and gave
them battle upon ground where the President had supfMseJ
our army would rest undisturbed. When the liattles of Palo
Alto and Resaca de la Palmj occurrnrl it was then believed by
the President, and the party of whic^i he was the head, and
by the great body of the people that p 'ace would follow.that
thia manifestation of American valor, this proof of American
prowess, would lie sufficient to bring about a pe«ce. But
here atain the President, without that want of forecast which
had characterized him from the commencement of the cam¬

paign to the present moment, had mtist grievously miscalculated.
His object was to show that the protracted character of this
campaign had l»een the fault of the Executive, in his want of
foresight, and, it being so, that he was properly res[lonsible to
the country for it.

The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca did not liring with
them peace. It was necessary to invade the territory of the
enemy still further, to penetra e into the interior, and endea¬
vor to conquer a peace, and at the same lime to wrest from"
him his territory Now, when it liecame apparent that Gen.
Taylor would have to proceed into the interior of the country,
and the battle of Monterey was to be fought, he charged upon
the Executive that he had totally failed to supply the General
who headed hia troops with tran-p nation and the supplier
necessary for the succeasful prosecution of the war. He (Mr.
H.) was on the backs of the Rio (Jrande at that time. He
knew that Gen. Taylor, when he marched fiorti Camargo to

Monterey, if he had had sufficient transudation, could hsve
taken with him more troops, more supplies, more munitions.
He was compiled to mo*e from Camargo in thia crippled con¬

dition, and lo assail Monterey with a (orce inn lequate to the
work to be performed. The battle of Monterey was a dear-
bought victory < one which came near not being one at all (
and if Oen. Taylor had had with him more artillery, more

men, there would have been no necesaity lor a capitulation ;

and, instead of a surrender of the enemy, and their marching
out with the honora of war, he might have captured the whole
of them, and done much to conquer a peace by crippling the
power of the enemy.
He charged this partial capture, thia half victory of Monte¬

rey, if he might so term it, up <n the want of loretight, the
want of proper wisdom on the |»art of the Executive, in not
furnishing Gen. Taylor with the means and munitions neces¬

sary to accomplish the object.
Will, after Monterey fell, after thst vic'ory w.n heralded

upon the wings of the wind, and the exultation and joy with
which il was received in the United States was manifested, the
President of the United States, still further mistaking the cha¬
racter of the people of Mexico, was ready to rest quiet I v and
persuade himself into the belief that the work was accomplish¬
ed, ami that there wa< no further necessity for the vigorous
prosecution oMbe war. He believed thtl the Mexican nation
waa humbled t and il was for this reason, on account of rtiis
opinion of the President of the United Statca, that (Jen. Tay¬
lor was left at Hslidlo with such an inadequate f.irce aa he
iherc commanded. He could n"t find it in his heart to believe
that the President of the United States rlicrished the inhuman
purpose of subjecting Oen. Taylor and his brave army to but¬
chery. The thought was t si horrible to be conceived, much
lea* to be haib Ted and expressed. He believed ihe reason

why Oen Taylor was not better supplied with men, why there
were not more reinforcements on his line than there were,
grew out of the want of forecast and of prodence on the part
the President < because he believed he had already conquered
the enemy. (Jen Taylor's troops were withdrawn, bis regu
lars were all taken fr<>m him ; he w«« left with a handful of
men at Monterey and Saltillo; and if it had not been for the
indomitable courage, the unwavering determination, ami all
the glorious qualities that make a soldier which ad<>rn«l that
old man, disaster would have followed, and lamentation and
wo woald have been the wail of the entire country. What
the mismanagement, wh<t the imbecility, what the want of
foresight on Ihe part of the President or the United States had
come well nigh producing.thai was, disister and ruin.the
sterling qualities and glorious imaracter of that old hero re¬
trieved and made glorioos. He saved the country. Hefoight
not only an enemy who were rallied and animated M desperate
redstanre by a leader who bad been imported into the onontry
by oar Executive i bat he rncoaatcrad a fire io the rear » ba

fought the Executive of the United States and Santa Auna in
one and tiie Mine battle, and defeated them both !

Well, alter the signal victory on the ever memorable field
of liuetiu Vista, the Preaident of the United Status, ami those
who believed with him, again got into their head* the hope,
nay the belief, that the work watt done.that a peace had been
conquered. Still it took but a very little to show that peace
was not yet. The expedition against Vera Cruz was carried
out. It fell, afid the castle of Wan Juan de Ulua was taken.
This fall and capture in the admirable manner in which it was
I>erforrned was attributable, he was free to confess, almost en¬

tirely to the great military spirit and sound judgment of Gen.
Scott.

Hut after the capture of Vera Cruz the President of the Uni¬
ted States once more deceived himself with the hope that, in¬
asmuch as ho had got possession of the key which unlocked
tho interior of that whole empire, the work was accomplished
and a speedy peace would follow. And it was because of this
belief, he was firmly convinced, that grew the hesitancy and
the failure to furnish forthwith to lieu Scott the means of
transportation necessary to enable hiin to push his victory into
the heart of the country.

After every movement the President, it seemed, had been
ready to fold his hands until Mexico cried for quartets. With
the iron determination of the Spaniuids, mixed up with the
savage ferocity of the Indians, the Mexicans evinced a stub¬
bornness and obstinacy which no other nation had ever in¬
stanced. They believed that they were the greatest soldiers
in the world, and that the combined armies of the globe would
never bo able to wreat from them their territory or tread the
halls ot the Montezumas. Mr. Polk should have known this.
He should have had mind enough, or those who counselled
him, to have known something of the character of the enemy
and made proper provision for the execution of the war. The
battle of Buena Vista preceded the fall-of Vera Cruz but a very
few days, and if Gen. Scott had been provided at the moment
with sufficient supplies of transportation, and with tho ability
to get along withun adequate force, he could have moved forward
from Vera Ciuz instantly ; he could have passed Cerro Gordo
without a battle and entered the gates of Mexico before her
army could have rallied, because at this particular time Santa
Anna had not time to have reached Vera Cruz frotn Buena
Vista, to have defended the cattle of San Juan, or to have
located himself along the route to Mexico to wait for Gen. Scott.
If they could have moved from Vera Cruz they could have
passed Cerro Gordo j but this Administration, by its want of
energy, crippled the army, and afforded aid and comfort to
the enemy by enabling them to meet us at Cerro Gordo.

Well, Gen. Scott broke up his camp at Vera Cruz, marched
to Cerio Gordo, fought the enemy there, and with a skill and mili¬
tary science which has probably never been excelled by living
man, ho conquered. The defeat at Cerro Gordg was a total
rout. There was not a remnant of fhe enemv left to make a

stand against our army. They were dispersed," driven in every
direction in despondency, overcome wiihthe overwhelming'de-
feat and disaster which had attended their footstepj. Mexico
was at that moment a ready prey for our army if Gen. Scott
had been permitted to advance. What was his condition ?
There was Mexico at that moment without an army without
means of making any, even a respectable opposition to our
advande into the city of Mexico.and yet Gen. Scott was un¬
able to move more than fifteen miles from the field of battle,
Troops aud means of transportation hail been promised him,
but he had not got lliem. The term of the twelve months'
volunteers was about to expire, and if tho Administration had
used ordinary diligence he could have taken the city of Mexi-
co before its expiration. But the delay in supplying him with
the means to advance compelled him to stay theie to recape-
rate and recruit his troops; the timo of the twelve months'
volunteers approachcd its close and they were sent home ; ind
he was still compelled to linger there until reinforcements could
come up which he expected to arrive. If Gen. Scott could
have advanced after the battle of Cerro Gordo he could have
arrived in the city of Mexico without a single battle.

Well, Oen. Scott moved on in time from Jalapa, and |e
entered the valley of Mexico. He met the enemy at Contrt-
ras and Churubusco, and fought and gloriously triumphed
there. He theie nearly accomplished the object in view. But
it must be known that all this time.from tho day he left J>.
lapa to his ai rival in the city of Mexico.Gen. Scott was con.

tinually interfered with ; he was not only cramped for want
of proper means for efficient operations, but he was continual¬
ly interfered with by the President and his agents. Mr. Polk
seemed to hav* no other idea than that after every battle there
was to be peace ; and he sent out Mr. Trist to'carrv out his !¦
views, and opinions, and feelings in teference to it.

'

If Gon.
Scott bad lieen alone.it he had not been hampered, and tied,
and bound down by Mr. Triat, after the battles of Chnrubuao
and Contreras, Gen. Scott would have carried Mexico with-
out tho bloodshed which followed. He (Mr. H.) charged the
President of the United States with the loss of every siugle
drop of blood I st by every American soldier from the gates of
Vera Cruz to the gales of Mexico. He was accoun al.le for
the whole of it. The President talkrd about aid and comfort
being given to the enemy ; he talked about a vigorous prose¬
cution of the war ; but who had done more to furnish aid and
comfort to the enemy and less towards a vigorous prosecution
of the war than Mr. Polk > The President's absorbing idea
that we were to have peace after every battle seemed to have
prevented anjr provident arrangements for the vigorous prose¬
cution of the war. He, by the delays for which he Was ac¬

countable, had enabled the enemy to meet us in everv field.
Who, then, had given so much aid and comfort to the enemy
as James K. Polk, tha President of these United States >

This was believed by those who believed this war to he neces-

sury as well as by those who were opposed to it. It was be-
heved by those who took part in it, who participa'ed in its vie-
t°ricj, and poured out their life's blood for the honor and glory
of their rountiy. He charged James K. P..lk, for ordeiing
an inellicevit force to advance on the Rio Grande, with the
bl >od that was shed at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma.
He charged on James K. Polk the loasof so much lit'e'a blood
on the battle-field of Buena Vista, where Gen. Taylor was
left with a handful of men. All this he chargcd on James K.
Polk, the President of the United States. He charged that
James K. P,»tk, by his dilly-dallying course, had given time
to the enemy to meet us on every Mile field from Vera Cruz
to Mexico ; and he called for all the despatches and corres¬

pondency that it might be published to the world as the only
authentic record and history of the war. Wh n these docu¬
ments shall lie in the hands of men they would not fail to si-e

that this war had been protracted by the conduct of the Execu¬
tive, and that all the victories that we have achieved ha»e been
attnbutahle to the skill of our generals and the indomitable 1
val >r of our soldiers.

Before he took hU seat he wished to make a eemark respect-
ing an allusion made by the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr.
Tiionrsotr.) Not less than half a dozen times during his re-

ma**, that gentleman had charged on the Whig pirty that
they believed this to he an unjust war. Nothing was more

common than such an accusation from tho other side of the
House and from Democratic ncsmpapers throughout this coun
try. I hey all charged that the vVhig paity proclaimed this
to be an unjust war. Now, in some portions of the Whig
party that opinion was entertained ; but he (Mr. H.) spoke for
himself; he could speak for the Whig pirty who were op|>os-
ed to the war where he lived : he could speak, too, for the
Wh.gs of the South on that subject s and for himself and for
them he denied that they had ever characterized it Its an un¬

just war. He had said that it was unnecessarily and uncou-

stitutionally begun, ami so he now aaid. A wai might bo un-

justly liegun, and yet justly fought. A war might be unne-

cessanly b- gun, and yet necessarily prosecuted. " It might he
unconstitutionally begun, and yet eonatitutionally continued.
All he had heard said by the Whig party was, that it was un¬

necessarily and unconstitutionally began by the President, and
yet it was neceasarily arid constitutionally prosecuted. He
made a distinction in this way. He held that Cengress was

w®r-inakinu |»nwcr. Tho Prfmil.nt ha* no power to miko
war without consulting Congress. Well, th«n, this war was

unconstitu mnally commenced, bncause the President had not
the constitutional power to make war. The march of our ar¬

my on the Rio Grande win an act of war because it was an in¬
vasion of tenitory about which we bad proposed to treat.
When ( ingress again come together they fjund tho country
in war. I tierc was no time then to spend in useless discus¬
sion. In the emergency in which they were placed, they
fooml it necessary to vote supplies of both men and money,
and hence the war whirh was unconstitutionally begun wa»
constitutionally conducted. .

He cou'd readily imagine how a war might be unjustly
commenced, and yet justly prosecuted. For instance, he
might use insulting language to the gentleman from Mi sis-
sippi. He might endeavor to bully that gentleman and alarm
him by threats. The gentleman from Mississippi might re¬

ply in a similar spirit, and might insult him (Mr. H.) in re¬

turn. and ultimately .trjke him. He (Mr. H ) would grant
that he h*d done wrong in threatening, bulging, arid attempt-',
ing to intimidate the gentleman from Mi.aissippi, but he bad
been struck, and consequently he ha J to defend himself, nnd
whatever fighting he did after that, he cons dercd was done
in self defence, arid fully justified. [Laughter.] Thus it
would be seen he made a distinction. This inay not l»c a

just war as far as the President was concerned, for he Ind as¬

sumed to act for the representatives of the,people, and with¬
out consulting them, and thus had involved as in a war with
Mexico. He made a wide distinction liei ween the action of'
the President and of the people. The President hud done
wrong in getting us intothis difficulty, but, being in, we must
make the best of it. Th* President had got U' info a difli
cully, and now what they had to do was to get out of it in
the Itest way they could.

Mr McI,ANE next obtained th" floor, snd proceeded to

reply to the remark* of the gentleman from North Carolina,
(Mr. Cuivn***.) 'fhe gentleman from North Carolina, in
what he (Mr. McL ) viewed as a partiaan speech, had com

plained that the production of . part of his correspondence
had placed (Jen. Scott unfavorably before the country, and
had called for the whole as an art of justice fo Oen. Scott.
Now, how could ihe gentleman from North Carolina know
that" there wee any other part of that corresp«»ndence, and
that it would serve to defend the refutation of Oen Hco»t >

He differed entirely from the conclusions of the gentleman
frem North Carolina. He believed the correapofidenee nf|
Oen. Scott would show him in an unfavorable aspect» it cm
tainly would not elevate him before the country. He then

proceeded by a reference to document* to leply to the attack
which the gentleman from North Carolina had made on the
Executive inanagement of the war.

,The gentleman bad impeached the wisdom of the Auniiiu*-
tratiun. He had told them thut the Administration hud com¬
mitted a *eries of blunder* from the'commencement ot ilia
war in 1846 U) the present lime, and that it hud exposed the
army to disaster* and ita generals to reproach and censme.

Against theae accuaationa he proposed to vindicate the Ad¬
ministration, and he should not be found covering up the skill
and courage of Gen. Taylor for the purpose of bringing (Jen.
Scott forward lor ihe campaign. When this campaign was
first suggested here, it was a column of attack from ihe head
waters of the Missouri to ihe Pacific.from Texas lo Chihua¬
hua, and up the valley of the Kio Grande to Monterey. Then
the invasion of the city of Mexico was not looked to. The
campaign then looked to the occupation of the northern pro¬
vinces of Mexico, and it had l*cu e.niuently successful, but
then a new era occurred. The occupation of the noithern
provinces was not thought to be enough. It was thought
necessary to occupy the whole Gulf coast, and it was thought
porsible to go to the city of Mexico. 01 the details of these
movements ihe gentleman from North Carolina had sought to
place the responsibility on the Administration. I o shift that
responsibility upon Gen. Taylor and Gen. frxott he read ex¬
tracts from several despatches. From these document* he
proceeded to show what number of men Gen. I aylor deemed
necessary for the operation in the valley of the Kio Grunde
and the Gulf coast, and staled that the Government called out
the number of troops that were required by its general on
whose advice and recommendation it acted, i he President
sent a message to Congress urging tae necessary action to
furnish the force required, and where, then, was the respon¬
sibility ? He then proceeded to examine the responsibility of
those who acted with a party majority, and to show that the
course pursued by tho friends ol the geutle/nan from 1 ennea-
ate (Mr. Hash an) had the effect, whatever the design
might have been, to afford aid and comfort to the enemy.
He next proceeded with his documentary quotations to show

the agency of Gen. Scott in the movement on Vera Cruz and
Mexico. It was Gen. Scott who took Gen. Taylor a forces.
He read Gen. Scott's letter to Gen. Taylor, written two days
after he received his order from the War Department, in
which he told Gen. Taylor that he must leave him on the de¬
fensive.

Mr. McL. said he was puttipg to the gentleman from IVorth
Carolina the responsibility of Gen. Scott. Gen. Scott had
not waited till he got to Mexico to judge whether it would be
necessary to take Gen. Taylors troops from bim for Vera
Cruz ; he had got only as far as New York when he had.al-
ready resolved to reduce Faylor to the defensive, and he did
it. He admitted that Gen. Scott had captured Vera Cruz
most successfully, most beautifully. Mr. McL. was not de-

o

nying his merit, nor seeking to lessen his well-earned fame ;
he was only arguing to refute his reproach against the Presi¬
dent. And, after all, Gen. Taylor had himself selected the
number of troops to be detailed to aid General Scott, re¬

serving enough to defend the valley of the Kio Bravo. He
had of choice advanced beyond Monterey, after capturing that
place, and had gone with his troops into the grazing country,
and in the very face ot the enemy.
When Gen. Scott wrote his letter of November 25, he

knew what additional reinforcements had been asked for; he
said in that letter that tho President had asked for seven new

regiments, and might probably aoon atk for more. And then
caine that very significant paragraph : " We are not without
« the hope that Congress will add ten or twelve nyiv regiments
' to the regular establishment."

Mr. McL. charged neither Scott nor Taylor with any want
of fidelity in ihe full discharge of their official duties, how¬
ever ridiculous they might have rendered themselves by their
despatches to the War Department. The gentleman from
North Carolina was not pleased with this correspondence ; it
was quite unsatisfactory to him. And why ' Because " it did
not present G«n. Scott in as favorable a light as he deserved.
In this Mr. McL. entirely agreed with the gentleman. He
thought it did not present him in a very favorable light. But
men who were the most brilliant in battle did not always shine
as brightly in the use of the pen as tho sword.

After some remarks, not very well heard or comprehended
by the Reporter, Mr. McL. went on to Fay that it was not
Gen. Pillow alone who stood in the way of Gen. bcott.
There was another General who held a council of war atter
the battle of Palo Alto, in which his officers represented that
they were altogether,"with their Hoops, a part of the regular
army, and had leceived their education at the Military Acade¬
my ; that the destruction of West Point had loug been a

hobby with the Democrats, by whom they were denounced
as " charity scholars that they did not wish to cast any
reproach on the gallantry of the Volunteers, but asked that
an opportunity might be given to the regulars alone to rout
ami destroy this Mexican array. Gen. Taylor had Riven
them no answer at the time, but had laid his hand upon Dun-
cati, and ordered him to say to Major Bliss that they should
fi.'ht the enemy to-morrow. The gentleman fom North Ca¬
rolina would find nothing in all that was done at Cerro Gordo,
or in any of the battles that fallowed, more beautiful or better
worthy of contemplation than the moral courage of Duncan,
who bad been reproachfully spoken of as .. Worths pet.
It was Duncau's battery which gave brilliancy to the whole
campaign on the Rio Grande.his was a corps which had
never known defeat. Many of th.*e who were Gen. Scott s

strongest admirers had considered it undignified and even dis¬
gusting to csll Dunesn s |-et < and it was tbe recurrence of
¦rnch things on the part of that commander, which, appearing
in this correspondence, was calculated t > present him unfa¬
vorably before the country. It was tlft-se weaknesses of tem¬
per, these foibles of character, which must mnke Gen. Scott
weak as a Presidentisl candidate in the minds of men of
sense and reflection. There was so much in this correspond¬
ence akin to the famous letter that contained the " plate of
s >up," that it was calculated to present Gen. Scott as small
in temper, considered as a man, though not as a soldier.
And now Mr. McL. came to a despatch which enabled him

to say to the House that Gen Scott had l«een neither sus¬

pended tior disgraced. He alluded to a despatch written slier
ihe famous soup letter, in which he begged the President to

give him command of the srmy, from which it appeared that
the little source* of irritation which had so much vexed him wero

nevertheless not sufficient to prevent him from asking to go to
Mexico siul take Gen. Taylor's command. He wrote this on
the 12th of September. What had induced him to seek such
a truat ' The causes were obvious. Gen. Scott was a man

of ability and > man of ambition, and he wished to go to the
field to seek distinoion there. This was sll right» for this no
man would pretend to censure him He w»- a man of mili¬
tary experience, too, and military science, and he might think
it due to his psst services. This, too, was all r,Bht BuJ(Jen. Scott was a man of very irritable temper, and this all
must admit. Who, lor example, now thought the Govern¬
ment to have been wrong in the famoua soup case

man, he believed, out of thst House. In another letter (.en.
Scott had aaid that he intended to take the city of Mexico,
but as soon as he got tliere he supposed he should be sus¬

pended. Mr. McL. presumed that the gentleman from .>orth
Carolina would not contend that this was dignified or proper
language. After that came another despatch, which allowed
the same irritability, producing a conflict with his ho*om
friend snd old chum. On the ground of a mere anony¬
mous letter, compiled at Pittsburg, of various fragments ot
other coirespondence, he flew out sgainst his former friend,
and wrote that general order about ihe " pet familiars ot th^Presidentthus attacking one of the most gallant men th
ever entered a field, aa was hia friend and compeer Duncan.
But brave as Gen. Worth might be, and Democrat as he as,
Mr. McL. did not want him as a candidate, nor did his party.

f A voice. «« His democracy will not hurt him J
Mi. CLINGMAN again obtained Pie floor, and observed

that he had not risen to make a epeeeh, notdU
to detain the House over five minutes. He had attained
object for which he had moved the recorr^Uon ^bringing tbe a'tention of the House to the garbled condition
of the despatches it waa now proposal toi print.

Mr. INOE rose to order, contending that Mr. Clijio***,
having spoken once, was not entitled to the floor.

.

The ORAIR said thi« was true, if any other gentleman
wished to speak, and claimed the floor when he roae.

Mr. INGE said he claimed it.
The CHAIR replied that he should have done ao iri time,

then No one havin* claimed it when the gentlemar.from
North Carolina rose, the floor had l-een assigned to him in

pursuance of the uniform practice of the House.
Mr. CLINGMAN went on to say that the gentleman from

Maryland (Mr. McL*irt) misunderstood bim. He bad said
that'one very important document «» the
Gen. Scott with the Department, in which he had laid down
Ms plan of the campaign, was wholly om.tted in what had
been transmitted to the House The gentlemen add that
Gen. Scot: hsd Nien willing to go to ihe afark of Vera ( rut

with no more than 10,000 men. But Mr. C. had shown
ihst though this was true, (Jen. Scott had had the proinwa
tlist when he got there he should receive a reinforcement ot

10,000 more, which promise was not kept. As to the gene-
rsl o der to which the gentleman hsd slluded, it bad slrrnily
been paraded through the country because it was bt lieved net
it might operate to injure (Jen. Scott; but he bad j'isily con?
plained that the Government hsd not giyen him the wliole
force which it had promised him. The gentleman " I*?"
nounced a long and laltored eulogy on (Jen. Worth. ¦

had no wish or intention to detract in the slightest < egtee r.>

the fame of that brave officer j but he thought there
thing in the affair between them that detracted nug rom

just reputation and standing of Gen. Scott. 1" 'V* '
/be declared that in the first he had alluded to « the author of

the Leonidas letter ," and for this the Ad.nmis.r.tKm hsd
taken the side of (Jon. Worth, liberated htm from arrest, and
arrested Gen. Scott and were going to try him.

Thoientleman from Mie.i*si,pt (Mr. Jarna urnseso )
had said that the Presi.lent had furntahed all
dence for which they bad ashed except w s wss

in the prm eedinga of the court of inquiry B.rt hr wb« had
thia court of inquiry been got up » .

always been very prudent in hi. despstchea-if^^ployed such eiatfly measured language m he mghihiSeeted.If be bad aaid aching shout .***"£* K!not earned".-was thia a sufficient reason for hia arreet > W ae


